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ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION CONTINUES AT BOCK FOREST IN THE PHEASANT 
BRANCH CONSERVANCY 
 
This winter, City of Middleton staff and contractors will continue the harvest and removal 
of cottonwood trees at John C. Bock Community Forest, in the Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy. This work will allow the remainder of the property to be restored to prairie, 
oak woodland and oak savanna. Woodchips generated from the project will be made 
available to Bock Community Gardeners, for use as mulch.  
 
Weather and site conditions permitting, City of Middleton staff will start the first phase of 
the project the week of January 18, 2016, cutting and chipping the smaller trees along 
the east boundary of Bock Forest. Removal of larger trees may begin after January 25. 
Conservancy visitors should stay clear of the work area during tree felling and chipping 
operations. 
 
The City of Middleton has been restoring the 19.5-acre  property since 2009, in 
partnership with Dane County, the Friends of Pheasant Branch, and the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. John C. Bock Community Forest is the newest 
addition to the Pheasant Branch Conservancy. The restoration work is funded in part 
through a grant from the John C. Bock Foundation, in honor of Al Goldstein, a member 
of the Friends of Pheasant Branch who played a key role in raising the funds to acquire 
and protect the property. 
 
Last year the restored prairie and savanna at Bock Forest began to come into its own.  
Since the prairie and savanna was planted in fall of 2012, the diversity and abundance 
of native plants on the property has been increasing.  In 2015, ecologists observed at 
least 64 of the species in the seed mixes sown on the site.  In addition, nearly all the 
tree planting in the restoration is now complete. Unlike previous years, native plants 
now dominate the restoration, providing food and shelter for wildlife and year-round 
color and interest for Conservancy visitors. None of this could have been accomplished 
without the help of dozens of volunteers, a grant from the John C. Bock Foundation and 
assistance from the City of Middleton, Dane County, the Bock Community Gardeners, 
and dedicated members of the Friends. A series of work sessions throughout 2015 kept 
the weeds at bay and gave the young trees, prairie and savanna plants room to grow. 
 
Concurrent with the restoration work at Bock Forest, Boy Scouts and city crews recently 
built a 0.3-mile natural surface hiking trail. The trail starts just north of the kiosk on 
Highland Way and meanders northwest, through the prairie and mature oak woodland. 
The route offers an up-close look at the savanna and oak woodland restoration, and a 
loop trail in the woodland provides nice views of the Conservancy wetlands and 
Frederick's Hill to the north. 
 



 

 

Next steps for the restoration in 2016 include: 

• planting the remainder of the site to prairie and oak savanna, in areas formerly 
occupied by cottonwoods 

• cutting, pulling, and spot-spraying weeds, to give the prairie plants room to grow 

• transplanting trees and shrubs from the Bock Community Garden nursery 

• conducting prescribed burns, to promote prairie seedling germination and 
establishment 
 

 partnering with neighbors to limit spread of invasive species into the Conservancy  


