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Good Neighbors & City Government—8/20/14

Summer is slowly winding down, and Middleton has tremendous vitality this time of year with Good Neighbor Fest on the horizon.  Following are just a few updates from your Good Neighbor City government:
Going for the Gold!  Congratulations to the City’s Public Lands Department which, for the second year in a row, has been named a finalist for the National Recreation & Parks Association’s Gold Medal for communities under 25,000 population.  A Middleton delegation will be attending the NRPA conference in Charlotte, North Carolina, in October in hopes of bringing home the gold.  
Downtown Brick & Crosswalk Replacement Project

The under $1.1 million project funded by Tax Increment Financing (TIF) has been completed, came under budget, and despite inconvenience for Downtown property owners and businesses, the final product is outstanding.  The new sustainable crosswalks and clay bricks have created a much safer and more attractive walking environment, have introduced on-site storm water infiltration, and should have much longer durability than the previous product.  Our research has shown that clay bricks have lasted beyond 100 years, so it is not unreasonable to expect that the new bricks will outlast all who read this.  The City provided approximately 70,000 concrete bricks to the public for no charge to keep them from going to the landfill.  
Terrace Avenue Reconstruction (Parmenter St. to High Point Rd.)

This $3.8 million project also is funded by TIF.  The project started in mid-June, and construction likely will be substantially complete by mid-November.  Along with the complete reconstruction of the street, the City is replacing or updating storm water facilities and water/sanitary sewer lines, undergrounding overhead utilities and adding a small parking lot next to the Quarry Skate Park.  We’re also installing terrace bricks on the north side of the street just like those in the remainder of the Downtown and placing more bicycle parking while constructing a new public market arcade adjacent to Capital Brewery to enhance the activities at the brewery and to add for the prospect of more public events and entertainment space.

Branch Street Reconstruction

Branch Street reconstruction between Century Avenue and University Avenue is still underway.  Detours are being posted as the project is scheduled to be completed in three phases.  Please look for periodic updates on the City’s web site.  
Other Updates:
· The City has a number of exciting new infill private developments underway in our TIF Districts.  For more information on these proposed developments, see:  http://www.ci.middleton.wi.us/DocumentCenter/View/1828. Warning: this document could take a few minutes to download and my not be completely up-to-date since the projects are very fluid.  
· The Middleton Tourism Commission has received very positive comments about the exploratory trolley that connects Greenway Station, Downtown Middleton and Discovery Springs on one route.  The current schedule is Monday-Friday from 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. For 2015, their plan is to expand service on Fridays to midnight and to add Saturday evenings.  The service is funded entirely through visitors’ hotel taxes and is open to visitors/residents alike.  I applaud the Tourism Commission for their commitment to this service.
· The Tourism Commission, Parks Recreation & Forestry Commission and Conservancy Lands Committee have all partnered to bring new way finding signs to the City’s trail system.  The signs look great and provide useful information about distances to various Middleton destinations.  Each sign also has a QR code that enables smart phone users to access up-to-date information from the Middleton Tourism site.  Ten signs will be placed this summer.  We plan to add more as money is available in succeeding years.  This year’s signs were funded without general tax dollars.
· Clean & Green is scheduled to be back on Saturday, October 18, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Nursery Drive.  The last such event will be in April, 2015, since the City’s new Municipal Operations Center on the north end of Parmenter Street will have a fully operational Recycling Center next spring/summer that is planned to be available on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to noon.  For further information, look for updates on the City’s web site under “City News”.
· The Common Council passed a resolution this year declaring our community to be “Dementia-Friendly”.  I’m pleased to note that 5 local businesses stepped up to provide their employees training to be certified as such.  Those businesses are Walgreen’s, State Bank of Cross Plains, Willy West Co-op, Fitzgerald’s and Ace Hardware of Middleton Springs.  For more information please see www.alzwisc.org. 
· The road at the Middleton Refuse District is now completely paved with porous asphalt for the benefit of soccer and dog parks’ patrons, and it was built with park development funds, not general tax dollars.  

· The 2014 Citizen Satisfaction Survey is now concluded, and we’ll be analyzing the data from you soon and prior to the City’s budget deliberations this fall.  The City’s 2015 budget meetings start in September, and we will post the meetings publicly for those interested in attending.  The tentative schedule is as follows:
· September 10 Finance Committee deliberations start and continue on September 11, 17, 18, 24 and 25 if/as needed.
· October 8 Council deliberations start and continue on October 9, 15, 16, 22, 23 & 29 if/as needed.   
· November 6 Public Hearing (well in advance of Council’s final approval).  This is a change to allow for more public input after the budget legally has been advertised and before final Council approval.  If needed, Council will deliberate further on November 11 & 12. 
· Nov. 18 Council considers final 2015 Budget approval.

· Don’t miss Good Neighbor Fest and the GNF parade this weekend, August 22-24!  It is Middleton’s largest annual event, and numerous great community organizations benefit from the proceeds.  It all starts with United Way Day of Caring on Friday as hundreds of volunteers work on various community projects.  Good Neighbors all!
· For more information on City activities and meetings, please subscribe to any of our list-serves on the City’s web site at “Notify me”: http://www.ci.middleton.wi.us/list.aspx
Mike Davis 
City Administrator & Director of Community Development
'Like’ the City of Middleton on Facebook. 
Follow the City of Middleton on Twitter. 

